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Abstract: 

What distinguishes geodesign from processes that deploy more innovative ap- 
proaches to GIS? For example, GIS has been used to aid in making better deci- 
sions about siting and location. Is this geodesign? Possibly, but it depends on 
whether design-thinking was part in the decision making process. The term ge- 
odesign is new enough, and evolving fast enough, that it calls into question which 
approaches should actually merit use of the term “geodesign.” To answer the 
question “What is geodesign?” this presentation establishes that the second part of 
the term, namely: design, must be present for a process to be truly representative 
of geodesign. The case to be made will be reinforced through showcasing actual 
projects, from around the world, that find success through deploying geodesign at 
a variety of scales and for critical topics, such as urban infill, coastal resiliency, in- 
frastructure siting and environmental conservation. These examples make evident 
the key role that GIScience has in the success of geodesign. 

Geodesign is a tried and trusted form of planning now updated through embracing 
the latest in GIS, visualization, and social science, all of which are organized 
around a unique framework process. What empowers geodesign’s mode of prac- 
tice? It is an innovative combination of GIScience and design that deploys the lat- 
est technology and community engagement tactics. Geodesign is a new model for 
land design and planning which, interestingly, is rooted in decades of research and 
practice. The “new” aspect is the effective use of dynamic technology and the 
recognition of human capital potential. 

Keywords: Geodesign, GIS, GIScience, Planning, Sustainable development 


References 

Foster, K. (2016). Geodesign Parsed: Placing it within the rubric of recognized design theo- 
ries . Landscape and Urban Planning , 156, 92-100. 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S01692046163Q1244 


Foster, K. (2016). Bringing Geodesign to the world in a massive, open, online engage- 
ment: ‘Geodesign: change your world’. Research in Urbanism Series, 4( 1), pp.207-228. 
http://rius.tudelft.nl/index.php/rius/article/view/1368 

Lee, D., Dias, E., & Scholten, H. J. (Eds.). (2014). Geodesign by integrating design and geospa- 
tial sciences (Vol. 111). Springer. 

Nijhuis, S., & van der Hoeven, F. (2016). Geo-Design: Advances in bridging geo-information 
technology, urban planning and landscape architecture. Research in Urbanism , 4(1), 7-8. 
http://rius.tudelft.nl/index.php/rius/issue/view/470 


